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BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
The City University of New York
Department of Speech, Communications and Theatre Arts
SPE100
Fundamentals of Speech (3 credits)
Faculty Name: Professor Tessa Flannery
Textbook:
This course uses Open Educational Resources, including a free digital textbook:
Stand Up, Speak Out
https://open.lib.umn.edu/publicspeaking/
Additional Reading/Resources:
All additional texts are OER and will be provided to students directly, in Blackboard and
via email.
Course Description
The aim of this course is to develop effective skills in speech communication. The
student examines how to generate topics and organize ideas, masters elements of
audience psychology and practices techniques of speech presentation in a public forum.
All elements of speech production and presentation are considered.
Basic Skills/Prerequisites
Fundamentals of Speech (SPE 100 or SPE 102 for non-native speakers) is a required
course for all BMCC students except Allied Health majors. Before registering for SPE
100 or 102, students must have completed or be exempt from: ENG 088, ESL 094 and
RDG 062
*A note on tech*
For this course, having a laptop and regular access to wifi will make submitting and
completing work easier, but all aspects of the course CAN be completed on a mobile
device. Most of the work you do in the course can be submitted via Blackboard: the
mobile app or the website. Your student email account, CUNY account, and library login
will be important tools. For questions or issues regarding Blackboard, visit:
https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/academics/elearning/blackboard-for-students/
HERE ARE THE LEARNING OUTCOMES/SKILLS YOU WILL DEVELOP IN THIS
COURSE:
Course Student Learning Outcomes (Students Measurements
(means
of
will be able to…)
assessment for student learning
outcomes listed in first column)
1. Prepare presentations for the listeners

1. Major presentations

2. Present presentations using effective delivery 2. Major presentations
techniques including extemporaneous speaking,
standard language, and eye contact with the
audience
3. Prepare presentations that locate, evaluate, 3. Presentations and outlines
select, and incorporate different forms of
supporting material, including visual aids.
4. Demonstrate acceptable ethical standards in 4. Presentations and outlines
research and presentation of materials
5. Research and organize material to support a 5. Presentations and outlines
thesis
6. Listen critically and respectfully to others’ 6. Class feedback exercises
speeches
Below are the college’s general education learning outcomes, the outcomes that
are checked in the left-hand column indicate goals that will be covered and
assessed in this course. (Check at least one.)
General Education Learning Outcomes

☑

☑

Measurements
(means
of
assessment for general education
goals listed in first column)

Communication Skills- Students will be able Presentations and outlines
to write, read, listen and speak critically and
effectively.
Quantitative Reasoning- Students will be
able to use quantitative skills and the
Statistical charts, graphs and visual
concepts and methods of mathematics to
aids
solve problems.
Scientific Reasoning- Students will be able
to apply the concepts and methods of the
natural sciences.
Social and Behavioral Sciences- Students
will be able to apply the concepts and
methods of the social sciences.
Arts & Humanities- Students will be able to
develop knowledge and understanding of the

arts and literature through critiques of works
of art, music, theatre or literature.

☑

☑

Information
&
Technology Literacy- Informative
and
Persuasive
Students will be able to collect, evaluate and presentations and outlines
interpret information and effectively use
information technologies.
Values- Students will be able to make Ethical persuasive presentations
informed choices based on an understanding
of personal values, human diversity,
multicultural
awareness
and
social
responsibility.

Fundamentals of Speech is a pathways flexible core course for Creative
Expression
CREATIVE EXPRESSION
A flexible course must meet the three learning outcomes in the right column.
Students will research & organize material to Gather,
interpret,
and
assess
establish credibility as a speaker and to create a information from a variety of sources
strong thesis and specific statement of purpose for and points of view.
presentations: for example conducting interviews,
scholarly
database
research,
creation of
bibliographies for in-speech citations, library
database research.
Students will participate in peer review and Evaluate evidence and arguments
feedback sessions of classmates' presentation(s), critically or analytically.
provide written analyses of speech presentations,
and
evaluate
the
strength
of
an
argument/thesis/statement of purpose in speech
presentations, and analyze video examples of
various speeches and presentations throughout
history.
Students will craft persuasive & informative speech Produce well-reasoned written or oral
presentations based on well reasoned, logical, and arguments.
organized arguments including properly articulated
thesis statements or statements of purpose, clear
and well researched evidence, and appropriate
organizational structure.

A course in this area (II.C) must meet at least three of the additional learning outcomes in
the right column. A student will:
Students will demonstrate proficiency in creating
critical
and
effective
arguments,
proper
introductions and conclusions, organizational
structures, supportive evidence, ethical research,
and techniques for reducing speech anxiety
through midterm & final exams.

Identify and apply the fundamental
concepts and methods of a discipline
or interdisciplinary field exploring
creative expression, including, but not
limited to, arts, communications,
creative writing, media arts, music,
and theater.
Analyze how arts from diverse
cultures of the past serve as a
foundation for those of the present,
and describe the significance of works
of art in the societies that created
them.

Students will workshop speech presentations and
topic selections, conduct audience analyses of
speech presentations, and discuss and critique
student speech presentations, and participate in
debate workshops.

Articulate how meaning is created in
the arts or communications and how
experience
is
interpreted
and
conveyed.

Demonstrate knowledge of the skills
involved in the creative process.
In addition to processes of forming more logical Use appropriate technologies
and/or critical arguments students will craft conduct
research
and
arguments and research presentations using more communicate.
creative processes as models. Students will craft
speeches using geographic space, chronological
time, or connotation as models. Students will
respond to speeches in critique sessions using
poetic and imagistic forms to supplement strictly
evaluative criticism.

Disruptive Behavior
Disruptive behavior is any activity that interferes with learning and teaching.
Inappropriate talking during class, cheating, alcohol and drug use, use of cell phones,
playing music during class, etc. all disrupt the learning process and will not be tolerated.
If you are on the phone when someone is doing a speech, you will lose points on your
speech and in your participation grade.

to
to

Learning Resources
The BMCC Virtual Learning Center provides access to learning resources including
tutoring, academic coaching, instructional workshops, and more.
Visit Virtual Learning Center – BMCC
Tutoring
Tutoring is available online.
Learn more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8h3vsdrO4ZQ
Class Participation
Participation in the academic activity of each course is a significant component of the
learning process and plays a major role in determining overall student academic
achievement. Academic activities may include, but are not limited to, attending class,
submitting assignments, engaging in in-class or online activities, taking exams, and/or
participating in group work.
BMCC is committed to the health and well‐being of all students. It is common for
everyone to seek assistance at some point in their life, and there are free and
confidential services on campus that can help.

BMCC Mask Mandate Policy for In-Person Classes
CUNY has put in place a temporary mask mandate policy that requires the wearing of
masks indoors in all campus buildings. See:
https://www.cuny.edu/coronavirus/university-updates/clarity-new-mask/
Face masks help prevent the spread of COVID-19. As it is possible to have or carry the
coronavirus without having or showing symptoms, it is necessary for every person in our
community to wear a mask even if you are fully vaccinated and/or have tested negative
for COVID19, or think you are completely healthy. For appropriate/acceptable masks
and guidelines on use, see CDC guidelines at:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-covering
s.html.
While the mask mandate is in effect, the following will apply to all in-person classes
(including in-person classes associated with hybrid courses):
● In a classroom, if a fully vaccinated instructor is teaching a class and can
maintain social distance from all others in the classroom, he/she may choose not
to wear a mask (subject to any additional Department guidelines regarding the
use of face shields or other layers of protection).

● Students who attempt to enter a classroom without wearing masks will be asked
by the instructor to put on their masks before entering. Students who remove
their masks during a class session will be asked by the instructor to put on their
masks. Masks will be available for distribution for those who need one.
● Students may remove their masks momentarily during class (to drink something
quickly), in classrooms other than labs, but must replace their masks immediately
after that. The consumption of food is not permitted in any classroom or lab.
● Students who are not fully vaccinated are also required to maintain social
distancing between themselves and all others in a classroom.
Advocacy and Resource Center (ARC)
https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/student-affairs/arc/ room S230, 212‐220‐8195,
arc@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you are having problems with food or housing insecurity,
finances, health insurance or anything else that might get in the way of your studies at
BMCC, contact the Advocacy and Resource Center (formerly Single Stop) for
assistance. Please contact us at arc@bmcc.cuny.edu, call 212-220-8195, or come by
the office at room S230. You may also contact the Office of Student Affairs, S350,
212‐220‐8130, studentaffairs@bmcc.cuny.edu, for assistance.
Counseling Center www.bmcc.cuny.edu/counseling, room S343, 212‐220‐8140,
counselingcenter@bmcc.cuny.edu. Counselors assist students in addressing
psychological and adjustment issues (i.e., depression, anxiety, and relationships) and
can help with stress, time management and more. Counselors are available for walk‐in
visits.
Office of Compliance and Diversity
https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/about-bmcc/compliance-diversity, room S701,
212-220-1236. BMCC is committed to promoting a diverse and inclusive learning
environment free of unlawful discrimination/harassment, including sexual harassment,
where all students are treated fairly. For information about BMCC's policies and
resources, or to request additional assistance in this area, please visit or call the office,
or email olevy@bmcc.cuny.edu, or twade@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you need immediate
assistance, please contact BMCC Public safety at 212-220-8080.
Office of Accessibility www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, Students who need
academic accommodations in connection with a disability must initiate the request with
BMCC’s Office of Accessibility (OA). Students need to register with the Office of
Accessibility in order to officially disclose their disability status to the College and to
determine eligibility for appropriate reasonable accommodations (including any prior
IEPs or 504s). Please contact the OA at the start of the semester (or as soon as
possible) to coordinate any accommodation request/s:
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, Room N360 (accessible entrance: 77 Harrison
Street), 212-220-8180, accessibility@bmcc.cuny.edu.

BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or
technical work as one’s own creation. Using the idea or work of another is permissible
only when the original author is identified. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as
direct quotations, require citations to the original source. Plagiarism may be intentional
or unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of
responsibility for plagiarism. Students who are unsure how and when to provide
documentation are advised to consult with their instructors. The library has guides
designed to help students to appropriately identify a cited work. The full policy can be
found on BMCC’s Web site, www.bmcc.cuny.edu. For further information on integrity
and behavior, please consult the college bulletin (also available online).
Professional Email Communications
Writing clear and professional emails will greatly benefit you in your academic and
professional lives. When you write me an email, do not use abbreviations or informal
language as you would in a text message. Write your SECTION NUMBER in the
SUBJECT heading. Empty emails with just an attachment will be deleted. Use the
following format (I will reply within 48 hours):
Greeting (Dear Professor Flannery),
Clearly state your reason for writing.
Signature with your name and course section:
(Sincerely,
_____________ SPE 100.XXXX)
Evaluation and Requirements of Students
Participation
20%
Discussion Board Posts
20%
Short introductory speeches
20%
Informative speech & outline
20%
Persuasive speech & outline
20%
Grading Policy
I use a point system that totals 100 points. Please keep track of your points, which will
be posted on Blackboard. Your final grade will be the total of the points you have earned
throughout the semester. I will upload grades within one week of the assignment.
93-100 A
90-92 A87-89 B+
83-86 B
80-82 B77-79 C+

73-76 C
70-72 C67-69 D+
63-66 D
60-62 D0-59 F
Participation (20 pts)- Does the student come prepared for class? Does the student
ask questions in class? Does the student engage in group discussion?
Discussion Board (20 pts)- Does the student write thoughtful posts that are informed
by the readings? Does the student respond in a supportive way to their peers’ posts?
Presentations (60 pts)- Includes delivery, content, outline, and bibliography.
Bonus Points: A few Bonus points will be offered during the semester
See Course Schedule for a clear breakdown of the work required for each week.

